
AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 AND SECTION 54 OF THE PLANNING ACT 
2008 

 
 

APPLICANT RiverOak Strategic Partners Ltd (RSP) 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT The proposed Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) for the proposed Manston Airport 

LAND The land shown edged green on the plan A1 at Annex 
1, forming part of Land Registry Title numbers 
K803975, K837264, K891199, K806190, K873633 and 
K873634  

DATE OF APPLICATION FOR 
SECTION 53 AUTHORISATION 

September 2018 (the £1,500 fee payable in respect of 
the Authorisation Request was received by the 
Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) on 29 
January 2018) 

 

AUTHORISATION 

1. The terms used in this Authorisation and its Annexes are defined in Annex 2. 

2. In exercise of the power conferred by section 53(1), s53(1)(a) and s54 of the 
Planning Act 2008, the Secretary of State authorises the Applicant and any 
Authorised Persons to enter the Land in order to carry out the Authorised Surveys. 

3. This Authorisation is granted: 

(1) for the Authorisation Period; 

(2) subject to compliance with the Conditions at Annex 3 (which are necessary to 
protect the Landowner’s and Occupier’s legitimate interests); and  

(3) solely for the purpose of undertaking the Authorised Surveys in connection 
with the proposed application for the Proposed Development. 

4. This Authorisation to enter the Land does not obviate the need for the Applicant to 
obtain any other statutory licences or consents or to comply with any other statutory 
requirements in relation to the Authorised Surveys. 

 

Simone Wilding 

For and on behalf of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government 

11 September 2018
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 AND SECTION 54 OF THE PLANNING ACT 
2008 

 
 

STATEMENT OF REASONS 

This Authorisation has been given in response to a request to enter the land under section 
53 (s53) of the Planning Act 2008(PA2008). The request was made by RiverOak Strategic 
Partners Ltd (the Applicant) in respect of a proposed Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP), Manston Airport (the Proposed Development). The Applicant requested 
entry to carry out ecological surveys to make its environmental impact assessment (EIA) 
more robust and its mitigation proposals more specific. 

Authorisation to enter the Land forming part of Land Registry Title numbers K803975, 
K837264, K891199, K806190, K873633 and K873634 and one area of unregistered land 
was requested in a letter from the Applicant dated 30 January 2018. The Land is owned by 
Stone Hill Park Limited previously known as Lothian Shelf (718) Limited (company number 
9223403) (‘the Landowner’). The request to access land was modified by the Applicant’s 
letter and revised plan identifying the Land received on 31 May 2018, which excluded the 
unregistered land. The Land identified in green is occupied by the following organisations 
(‘the Occupiers’), Secretary of State for Defence (leaseholder – K976945); South Eastern 
Power Networks Plc (leaseholder – K716128 and K894125); A-Line Oceana Limited; Avman 
Engineering Ltd; C.J. Montgomery Limited; David Steed; Hunglish Limited; Instro Precision 
Limited; Polar Helicopters Ltd; Powermain Ltd; Southern Gas Networks Plc; and Southern 
Water Services Limited. The Applicant clarified that one area of the Land is potentially Bona 
Vacantia land (Manston Developments Limited) and provided a plan outlining this land in its 
letter dated 30 August 2018.  

The Proposed Development, as described in the authorisation request, consists firstly of the 
‘Principal Development’ comprising all works proposed within the airport structure including 
air cargo stands and facilities, four new passenger aircraft stands, and a new passenger 
terminal, and secondly of ‘Associated Development’ including, amongst other things, an 
aircraft recycling facility, a flight training school and ancillary highway works. 

On 17 July 2018 the Applicant submitted its application for development consent to the 
Inspectorate. On 14 August 2018 the Inspectorate accepted the application for 
examination.  

In determining the Applicant’s request for authorisation under s53 of the PA2008, the 
Secretary of State has had regard to the relevant legislation, guidance, advice and the 
recommendation made by the Inspectorate, in addition to the Applicant’s Authorisation 
Request and the exchange of correspondence between the Inspectorate and the relevant 
parties.  

The Secretary of State considers that s53(1)(a) applies in respect of the Authorisation 
Request in that it relates to “an application for an order granting development consent, 
whether in relation to that or any other land, that has been accepted by the Secretary of 
State’”. The Secretary of State is also satisfied that entry to the Land is required for the 
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 AND SECTION 54 OF THE PLANNING ACT 
2008 

 
 

purpose of surveying or in order to facilitate compliance with the provisions mentioned in 
subsection s53(1A) of the PA2008 (implementing Council Directive 2011/92/EU (as 
amended) on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment) including those provisions amended by Council Directive 2014/52/EU, in line 
with s53(1A)(c). In accordance with s53(5), entry to the Land under s53 of the PA2008 is 
authorised provided that any actions undertaken in connection with the Authorised Surveys 
will not constitute an offence in themselves; and subject to all necessary consents (if any) 
in relation to carrying out the Authorised Surveys having first been obtained.  

The Secretary of State also considers that the authorisation request is subject to s54 of the 
PA2008, in comprising elements of Crown Land (relating to MOD interests and Bona 
Vacantia land). The Secretary of State considers that the Applicant has demonstrated that 
it has the permission of “a person appearing to P to be entitled to give it” with respect to 
entry onto the land. 

The Secretary of State considers the Applicant has demonstrated reasonable efforts to 
obtain permission to enter the Land by agreement with the Landowner and has been 
unsuccessful in agreeing the necessary rights of entry to undertake the Authorised 
Surveys.  

The Applicant sought rights of entry for a period up to 15 September 2018. Based on the 
authorisation date of this notice, the Secretary of State has authorised access for a 12 
month period from the date of this Authorisation Notice. The right to enter the Land under 
this Authorisation will cease should the application be withdrawn. 

 

Simone Wilding 

For and on behalf of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government 

11 September 2018 
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ANNEX 1 TO THE AUTHORISATION – THE LAND 

 

 

Sheet Drawing Number 

Section 53 Key Plan 
(Sheet 1 of 5) 

NK018417-RPS-MSE-X-DR-C-0125 
 

Section 53 Access Plan  
(Sheet 2 of 5) 

NK018417-RPS-MSE-X-DR-C-0121 
 

Section 53 Access Plan  
(Sheet 3 of 5) 

NK018417-RPS-MSE-X-DR-C-0122 
 

Section 53 Access Plan  
(Sheet 4 of 5) 

NK018417-RPS-MSE-X-DR-C-0123 
 

Section 53 Access Plan  
(Sheet 5 of 5) 

NK018417-RPS-MSE-X-DR-C-0124 
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ANNEX 2 TO THE AUTHORISATION – TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

 

Interpretation 

1. The following words and expressions shall, unless otherwise stated, have the 
following meanings 

"Applicant"  means RiverOak Strategic Partners Limited (Company 
Number 10269461) whose registered address is at 
Calder & Co, 16 Charles II Street, London, SW1Y 4NW. 

“Application"  means the application pursuant to section 53 of the 
PA2008 (as amended) made by the Applicant in respect 
of the Land in a letter dated 30 January 2018 to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 

"Authorisation"  means the authorisation granted by the Secretary of 
State pursuant to the Application. 

“Authorisation Date” the date of the Authorisation. 

“Authorisation Period”  A period of 12 months from the Authorisation Date to 
the Expiry Date (both dates inclusive). 

“Authorised Persons" means the Applicant and any persons authorised by the 
Applicant to carry out the Authorised Surveys.  

“Authorised Surveys" means the surveys as described in Annex 4 of this 
Authorisation. 

"Conditions" means the conditions set out Annex 3 of this 
Authorisation. 

“Existing Leases” means the Secretary of State for Defence Leasehold title 
number KS976945 and South Eastern Power Networks 
Plc Leasehold title numbers K716128 and K894125 

“Expiry Date” Means either 12 months from the date of authorisation 
or, should the application be withdrawn, the date on 
which it is withdrawn. 

"the Land" means the land and buildings identified in green on Plan 
A1 included in Annex 1 of the Authorisation comprising 
part of the land registered at the Land Registry with title 
numbers: K803975, K837264, K891199, K806190, 
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K873633 and K873634) excluding Occupiers’ Land. 

"Landowner"  means Stone Hill Park Limited (previously known as 
Lothian Shelf (718) Limited, whose name is still on the 
Official Copy of register of Title as freehold owner) 
(Company No. 09223403) whose registered office is 
Baldwins Wynyard Park House, Wynyard Avenue, 
Wynyard, United Kingdom, TS22 5TB, their successors in 
title, and any such person as may be notified to the 
Applicant as being in ownership of the land or any part 
thereof. 

“MOD safeguarding zone” 80m zone extending around the area of land under 
leasehold title number KS976945, which falls under 
freehold title number K803975 and is identified as the 
“80m Radius - safeguarding MoD area” in green in the 
Plan at Annex 2 of this Authorisation. 

“Notice” not less than 14 days written notice of any intended 
entry to carry out an Authorised Survey or any lesser 
period that may from time to time be agreed in writing 
by the person on whom the Notice is to be served. 

“Occupiers” means: 
• Secretary of State for Defence; 
• South Eastern Power Networks Plc; 
• A-Line Oceana Limited; 
• Avman Engineering Ltd; 
• C.J. Montgomery Limited; 
• David Steed; 
• Hunglish Limited; 
• Instro Precision Limited; 
• Polar Helicopters Ltd; 
• Powermain Ltd; and 
• Southern Water Services Limited. 

and any such other person as may be notified to the 
Applicant as being in occupation of the Land. 

“Occupiers Land” means the land and buildings occupied by the Occupiers. 

“Operation Stack” the provision of parking facilities on the Land as agreed 
between the Landowner and the Department for 
Transport to facilitate 'Operation Stack' when declared 
by Kent Police. 
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“Proposed Development” means the proposed Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) Manston Airport 

“PA2008”  The Planning Act 2008 (as amended). 

“Working Day” means any day from Monday to Friday (inclusive) which 
is not Christmas Day, Good Friday or a statutory Bank 
Holiday. 

“Working Hours” means the period 8am to 6pm.  
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ANNEX 3 TO THE AUTHORISATION – SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS 

 

 

Interpretation 

1. In these Conditions unless the context otherwise requires: 

(a)  any gender includes any other gender; 

(b)  the singular includes the plural and vice versa; 

(c)  references to persons include natural persons, firms, companies, corporations; 

(d)  the headings are for convenience only and do not affect interpretation; and 

(e) any reference to a statutory provision includes any modifications, re-
enactment or extension to it and any subordinate legislation from time to 
time. 

General 

2. Entry onto the Land is authorised only:  

(a) to carry out the Authorised Surveys; 

(b) on Working Days;  

(c) during Working Hours (unless for the purpose of carrying out surveys for bats, 
reptiles or birds in which case the Applicant and the Landowner, both parties 
acting reasonably, shall agree alternative hours). 

3. No entry to land is authorised for the following areas:  

(a) The Occupiers’ land; and 

(b) The MoD safeguarding zones.  

4. The Authorised Persons shall not enter the Land otherwise than in accordance with 
the Authorisation and the Conditions. 

5. The Authorised Persons right of entry onto the Land pursuant to the authorisation 
shall immediately cease if the Authorised Persons are in breach of these conditions 
and that breach either: 

(a) is incapable of remedy; or 

(b) has not been rectified within 7 days. 

6. The Applicant shall procure that any Authorised Person accessing the Land pursuant 
to this Authorisation shall produce on demand identification and confirmation of their 
employer and details of the surveys to be undertaken.  

7. These Conditions, subject to which the Authorisation is given, are in addition to the 
provisions of section 53 of the PA2008 and for the avoidance of doubt if there is any 
conflict between the Conditions and the section 53 provisions the latter shall prevail. 
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8. The Landowner retains control, possession and management of the Land and no 
Authorised Persons have the right to exclude the Landowner from the Land.  

9. Entry onto the Land is authorised only: 

(a) provided any actions undertaken in connection with the Authorised Surveys 
will not constitute an offence in themselves; and 

(b) subject to all necessary consents (if any) in relation to carrying out the 
Authorised Surveys having first been obtained.  

 

Payment of security costs 

10. The Applicant shall reimburse the Landowner within 21 days of demand for any 
reasonable additional security costs (including reasonable administrative costs) 
directly associated with allowing the Authorised Persons access to the Land, such 
amount to be calculated on the basis of additional sums (if any) incurred by the 
Landowner in respect of security arrangements for the Land, with a breakdown of 
time and amounts to be provided to the Applicant. 

 

Notice of entry 

11. Before entering onto the Land to carry out an Authorised Survey the Authorised 
Persons must give Notice to the Landowner, such Notice to include the following: 

(a) details of the areas, type, timing and purpose of Authorised Survey(s) 
together with details of access routes to the survey site and survey risk 
assessments; 

(b) the type and nature of any equipment and apparatus to be left on the Land (if 
applicable); 

(c) the name, employer and contact details of any person who is authorised by 
the Applicant to enter the Land to carry out the Authorised Survey(s) and 
contact details (including telephone number) of the person who will have 
management responsibilities for undertaking the Authorised Survey(s); 

(d) the date or dates when access is required to carry out the Authorised 
Survey(s); and  

(e) the period of time for which access is required. 

(f) confirmation that the persons accessing the Land to undertake the Authorised 
Survey(s) hold suitable and adequate insurance in respect of public and third 
party liability and proof of said insurance; and 

(g) a copy of Annex 4 to this Authorisation entitled “Schedule of Surveys”. 

Such notice should be given to the Landowner at least 14 days prior to the survey(s) 
and may be given by email by sending it to Jamie Macnamara 
(jamie@stonehillpark.co.uk) or to any other person as the Landowner may inform 
the Applicant of from time to time. 
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Carrying out the Authorised Surveys 

12. In undertaking the Authorised Surveys the Authorised Person shall: 

(a) cause as little damage as is possible and shall upon completion of the final 
Authorised Survey or if earlier on the expiry of the Authorisation Period make 
good any damage caused to the reasonable satisfaction of the Landowner  or if 
the damage cannot reasonably be made good pay compensation in accordance 
with section 53(7) of the PA2008;  

(b) remove any apparatus and equipment taken on to the Land by the Authorised 
Person in connection with the Authorised Surveys on completion of the final 
Authorised Survey;  

(c) ensure that a competent person supervises the Authorised Survey and that 
the Authorised Persons are trained, competent and experienced in the 
methods and use of equipment required for the Authorised Survey(s); 

(d)  not do any act, matter or thing which would or might constitute a breach of 
any law (including without limitation common law) statute, regulation, rule, 
order, byelaw or notice which would or might vitiate in whole or in part any 
insurance effected by or on behalf of the Landowner in respect of the Land 
from time to time; 

(e)  at all times to take all measures as are reasonably necessary to maintain the 
same level of security in respect of the Land which would exist but for the 
undertaking of the Authorised Surveys including leaving all gates as found; 

(f) not to cause any nuisance, disturbance, annoyance, inconvenience or 
unreasonable interference to the Occupiers or to adjoining and/or 
neighbouring property and/or to the owners occupiers or users of such 
adjoining and/or neighbouring property other than to the extent reasonably 
necessary to carry out the Authorised Surveys;  

(g)  prepare a pre-entry photographic record of condition and provide a copy to 
the Landowner; 

(h) not display any signs or notices at the Land other than those required 
pursuant to statute;  

(i)  not interfere with the use of the Land other than to the extent reasonably 
necessary to carry out the Authorised Surveys; 

(j)  contact the Landowner or a nominated security representative when leaving 
the Land, if required by the Landowner;  

(k) where requested, produce evidence of the identity of the surveyor and of the 
authorised survey that is being conducted; 

(l)  observe the Landowner’s reasonable health and safety policies and site rules; 
and  

(m) comply with the terms of the Existing Leases.  
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Equipment  

13. Authorised Persons may leave monitoring apparatus and equipment in place until 
completion of the Authorised Surveys or if earlier the expiry of the Authorisation 
Period and shall thereafter remove any such apparatus or equipment.  

(5) Indemnity and repairs 

14. The Applicant agrees and undertakes: 

(a) to be wholly responsible for the conduct of the Authorised Survey(s) and all 
Authorised Persons accessing the Land under the authorisation; 

(b) to make good any damage caused to the Land and or chattels on the Land 
caused by the Authorised Persons in the exercise of the rights granted by this 
authorisation either by: 

 repairing to the reasonable satisfaction of the Landowner, provided that 
nothing in this paragraph shall require the Applicant to put in any better 
state of repair and condition than as evidenced in the pre-entry 
photographic record of condition referred to at paragraph 13 of this 
authorisation; or 

 compensating the Landowner for the damage caused and in such case, the 
parties agree that in the event of dispute, this issue may be determined by 
reference to the Lands Chamber of the Upper Tribunal. 

15. To indemnify the Landowner and keep the Landowner indemnified against all 
liabilities arising from: 

(c) the exercise by any Authorised Person of the rights granted in this 
Authorisation; 

(d) any breach of these conditions by any Authorised Person; 

(e) all losses caused by the activities of any Authorised Persons while accessing 
the Land; and 

(f) any claims against the Landowner caused by the actions of Authorised Persons 
which are not covered (or not wholly covered) by the public and third party 
insurance held by the Authorised Persons, but for the avoidance of doubt it is 
agreed that the Applicant bears no liability whatsoever for any damage caused 
by the actions or omissions of the Landowner. 

 

Operation Stack 

16. The right to access the Land pursuant to this Authorisation shall be suspended 
temporarily (but with immediate effect) and the Authorised Persons shall remove all 
apparatus and equipment on the Land within 2 hours, in the event that the site is 
about to be used for lorry parking by Operation Stack and the Landowner notifies the 
Applicant that in the Landowner’s reasonable opinion, Operation Stack would be 
obstructed by the carrying out of the Authorised surveys OR the carrying out of 
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Authorised surveys concurrently with the lorry parking would give rise to health, 
safety or security risks.  

17. The Authorised Persons may remain on the Land after this period at the request and 
direction of the Landowner to the extent required to carry out remediation works to 
make good the Land for Operation Stack. 

18. The Landowner shall notify the Applicant as soon as practicable, or within 48 hours 
of the date on which Operation Stack lorry parking has ceased, and the temporary 
suspension of the right to access shall cease forthwith upon vacation of the Land as 
notified by the Landowner.  

Insurance  

19. The Applicant shall: 

(a)  subject to provision of written evidence of such requirements, pay on demand 
the reasonable and proper cost of any additional insurance premiums payable 
by the Landowner which may have become payable as a result of the 
Authorisation; and  

(b) ensure that those who work on its behalf hold suitable and adequate insurance 
in respect of public and third party liability and, if requested by the 
Landowner, provide proof of said insurance to the Landowner prior to carrying 
out the Authorised Surveys. 
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ANNEX 4 TO THE AUTHORISATION – SCHEDULE OF AUTHORISED SURVEYS 

 

 

The schedule of Authorised Surveys appended to this Authorisation duplicates Schedule 4 
of the Applicant’s authorisation request.  
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SCHEDULE 4

Schedule detailing the proposed surveys

Type of surveys required 

Timing of survey Purpose

Additional 
ecological 
surveys –
reptiles

5 consecutive days in each week; February-
August, inclusive. Timing can be influenced by 
any estate management activities e.g. grass 
cutting.

Walkover (February/early March) to place mats (refugia) with 
subsequent checks from late March in order to determine reptile 
presence/absence and then, if and where present, any 
population size class of reptiles; removal/ additional placement 
of refugia (felts/tins) as appropriate. 

Additional 
ecological 
surveys –
bats (barn 
owl)

5 consecutive days in each week; January –
August inclusive (hibernation roosts: January-
March; other roosts, and activity April-August)

Site walkover/transects (after dusk/pre-dawn) to survey bat 
presence/absence and activity across the entire proposed 
development site; deployment and checks of static detectors; 
internal/external building inspections (possibly requiring use of  
ladders) to survey for barn owl, with possible deployment of tell 
tales (sheets) to collect bat droppings; and possible deployment 
of static monitoring devices; dusk and after dark/pre-dawn roost 
surveys of buildings/structures and possibly some trees using 
bat detectors, infrared cameras. Any potential tree roosts 
requiring (appropriately trained and licensed) climbing might also 
involve ladders, tree climbing gear. 

Additional 
ecological 
surveys -
birds

5 consecutive days in each week; January-
July

Site walkover/transects (after dusk/pre-dawn) to survey bird 
presence/absence across the proposed development site and to 
understand the status of any protected or otherwise notable 
species and habitats on site.

Additional 
ecological 
surveys –
invertebrates

5 consecutive days in each week; late April to 
early September inclusive Site walkover to sample invertebrates across the entire proposed 

development site; sampling to include following methods sweep-
netting, beating, suction sampling, targeted netting, pitfall traps, 
water traps, and direct observation. Sampling involves various 
equipment including shallow plastic trays, hand nets, modified 
garden leaf blower, small plastic cups buried in ground for pitfalls, 
etc. 

Additional 
ecological
surveys –
botanical 
interest

All weeks May & June (July) Site walkover (with quadrat sampling) for entire application site.

Additional 
ecological 
surveys –
badgers, 
other 
mammals

1 day in weeks 2 and 14 Site walkover looking for field signs and/or evidence of 
presences of badgers across the proposed development site.

The purpose of the additional ecological surveys will be to undertake an inspection of areas to ascertain 

the presence of reptiles, breeding birds, bats, invertebrates, amphibians and any areas of botanical 

interest. 

The reptile surveys will involve delivery and placement of artificial refugia (felts/tins, c.1.0 m x 0.5m) 

around grassland and scrub on Site; principally those areas that were not surveyed in 2017; checking 

both the upper and lower surface of the mats, placed on previous visits, and checking potential basking 
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areas for reptiles.  These surveys will need to be conducted under appropriate weather conditions e.g. 

avoiding persistent rain and strong winds and generally between temperatures of between 9 and 18 

degrees Celsius.  In hot weather, surveys will need to take place particularly early in the morning and 

late in the afternoon/early evening.  Survey visits need to be at least 24 hours apart.  The survey will 

include approximately 20 checks (samples) with (late March), April, May a key period. Felts/tins to be 

removed once surveys are completed. The timing of activities can be influenced by any estate 

management activities e.g. grass cutting.

The bat surveys will involve four bat activity (walked) transects undertaken monthly (starting just before 

dusk) during appropriate weather (cold weather e.g. below 10 degrees Celsius, strong winds and 

persistent rain avoided) with one of the visits comprising a dusk and pre-dawn activity survey. Each 

dusk activity survey will begin at sunset and will end 3 hours after sunset. Each pre-dawn activity survey 

will begin two hours before sunrise, and will end at sunrise or later if bats are still active. In addition static 

recorders (bat detectors) and data loggers (to record temperature) will be placed around the site, and in 

potential hibernation sites (buildings). These statics will be checked/moved regularly. Potential roost 

surveys of buildings (and some trees also) will occur at and after dusk and pre-dawn to first light and 

involve surveyors with bat detectors standing at key places around the buildings and monitoring any 

bats leaving or returning to roosts. Cameras might be used to film bat roost egress/access points. 

Associated with the roost surveys some internal and external inspections of buildings might be required, 

which could involve deploying tell-tales (plastic sheets) to collect bat droppings, and static monitoring 

devices to record bat activity within buildings / structures. Some of the potential roosts in trees will be 

checked by climbing by bat ecologists qualified/licenced for tree climbing. Building inspections will also 

involve checks for any nesting barn owls.

The bird surveys will involve a walkover survey of the site undertaken by a team of surveyors walking 

transects across the site using binoculars to identify protected or otherwise notable species and habitats 

on site to inform the assessment.  There will be 2 visits per month over the licence period with each visit 

taking place across up to 5 consecutive days in order to cover the entire site.  The visits will require 

some early morning surveys, as well as some later afternoon/evening visits.  The surveys are weather 

dependent (with strong winds, persistent rain and cold temperatures avoided). Building inspections will 

involve checks for any nesting barn owls.

The invertebrate surveys will involve the following standard methods: sweep-netting: A lightweight 

folding circular frame 40 centimetres in diameter is fitted with a net bag and attached to an extending 

lightweight aluminium handle. The contents are then sifted through a 0.5 centimetre mesh sieve onto a 

white tray, and the material in the tray examined for smaller and slower animals; beating: Samples are

taken from dense, tall herbaceous vegetation or from tree and shrub foliage or by holding a sweep-net 

under the foliage and tapping the branches or stems above sharply several times with a stout stick; 

suction sampling: undertaken using a garden leaf-blower modified according to the method of Stewart 

& Wright (1998), by taping a fine-meshed net in the inlet tube; pitfall trapping: plastic drinking cups, 

seven centimetres in diameter, are sunk to their rims in the ground. To each is added 30 ml of non-toxic 

preservative, composed of equal parts of glycerol and a weak solution of table salt in water, with the 

addition of one drop of bio-degradable detergent per 100 ml. and a small amount of Bitrex (in the form 

of commercial anti-dog-chew spray) to discourage consumption by animals. To avoid the accidental 

capture of small mammals and amphibians, a square of one-centimetre mesh wire is placed over each 
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trap, folded over at its edges and pushed into the ground; water traps: plastic trays of either of two 

sizes, the larger 40 cm by 30 cm across and 9 cm deep, the smaller 30 cm by 20 cm across and 7 cm 

deep, either white as supplied or painted in bright yellow, are partly filled with glycerol/ salt/ detergent 

preservative and placed either in representative areas of vegetation; targeted netting and direct 

observation employs the sweep/hand net. The surveys are weather dependant. Surveys will cover the 

entire application Site.

Walkover surveys for botanical interest over the grassland areas of the Site will include use of quadrats, 

with additional searches over all other areas of the application Site for species of botanical interest. 

Botanical assessment will also include soil sampling with a small auger. The key survey period will be 

June and July.  Surveys will cover the entire application Site.

The badger and other mammals (brown hare, hedgehog) surveys will involve a walkover survey of the 

site and land within 30m of the site boundary undertaken by a team of surveyors.  They will walk the site 

looking for field signs and/or evidence of presence for badgers across the site.  Multiple visits would be 

required across the survey period with each visit taking place across up to 5 consecutive days in order 

to cover the entire application Site.
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